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Name of the course: Health, social protection and the pharmaceutical industry 

Teacher: Nathalie Coutinet 

University / 
organisation: 

Université Sorbonne Paris Nord 

Language of 
teaching: 

English 

ECTS: 3 ECTS 

Semester 
(S1, S2, S3 or S4): ☐ S1 ☐ S2 þ S3 ☐ S4 

Teaching method(s):  
þ Lecture courses þ Flipped classroom 

Other:  

Type(s) of 
evaluation: 

þ Sitting exam þ Written report 

☐ Oral defence ☐ Group project 

Other / 
comments:  

Expected deadline(s) 
for the evaluation(s) 

W19 

Expected date of 
final results: 

W23 

Summary of the 
content: 

The objective of this course is to present and analyse: 

• the characteristics of the pharmaceutical industry; 
• the impact of the financialization of big pharma; 
• the history and role of patents on molecules; 
• the consequences of TRIPS in terms of access and price; 
• the production model of drugs and vaccines; 

the drug policies conducted mainly in Europe. 

Indicative list of 
lectures: 

Lecture 1: Pharmaceutical industry: Key features 

Lecture 2: History of patents on drugs 

Lecture 3: Trips  

Lecture 4: The role of NGOs in access to treatment 

Lecture 5: MSF Conference 

Lecture 6: The drug production model 

Lecture 7: Health care system 
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