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Summary of the
content:

In this elective paper, we will engage with conceptual and methodological
pathways to understand inequality by focusing on elite actors. Some of
the questions that will guide our class discussions are: who are elite
actors? Are nation borders for the poor? What is the philosophical
underpinning that motivates technocrats to perceive themselves as demi-
gods? What are the escapist elite strategies in the wake of the unfolding
climate crisis? How have elites safeguarded themselves behind the high
securitized walls of private cities while weakening public institutions? How
do elites justify their existence and legitimate their wealth making
activities? Is the face of wealth still white, male, and upper-caste men?
What are the characteristics of wealth inequality and elite action in the
global South? Through the course of the sessions, we will look out for ways
to hold elites accountable.

Indicative list of
lectures:

The OG Frameworks: Clout, Coin, and Status

The Bedtime Stories Elites Tell Themselves

Pale, Male, and Brahmin Men? The Homogeneity of Hegemony
Elites in Corporate South Africa

Stepping into the Elites: Success without Betrayal?

‘Studying Up’ and the Power of Prosopography
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Geographies of Privilege and the Neo-Apartheid City
Unpacking the Transnational Capitalist Class

The Ecology of Exclusion

Elite Politics in the Southern Interregnum

Ctrl +Alt + Elites
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