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Name of the course: Economic and social development in Latin America 

Teacher: Ricardo Bielschowsky & Eduardo Bastian 

University / 
organisation: 

Institute of Economics - Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro 

Language of teaching: Portuguese 

ECTS:  

Semester 
(S1, S2, S3 or S4): 

þ S1 ☐ S2 ☐ S3 ☐ S4 

Teaching method(s):  þ Lecture courses ☐ Flipped classroom 

Other:  

Type(s) of evaluation: ☐ Sitting exam þ Written report 

☐ Oral defence ☐ Group project 

Other / 
comments: 

 

Expected deadline(s) 
for the evaluation(s) 

 

Expected date of final 
results: 

 

Summary of the 
content: 

The course aims to systematize and analyse the recent development of 
Latin American countries, particularly in the period after 1930, with an 
emphasis on significant changes in economic and social structures, the 
reduction of poverty and inequality, and the recognition of ethnic 
minorities.  

For many decades of the 20th century, the development strategies 
adopted in Latin America were based on three key aspects for the 
region: external restrictions dictated by the dynamics of the global 
economy; an abysmal inequality resulting from the extremely high 
concentration of income and wealth; and the political alternation 
between authoritarian periods and democracy.  

The purpose of this course is to understand how these factors interacted 
in the post-war period, configuring a very specific profile for the 
continent and its development as well as the current challenges and the 
chances of a profound transformation of the old structures. 

Indicative list of 
lectures: 

Topics:  

1) Latin-American Economic thinking 

2) Development of Latin America in the period 1930-1980 

3) Development of Latin America in the period 1980-2008 
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4) Social inequality in Latin America 

5) Labor market and social protection: background, dynamics and 
institutionality 

6) Economic development in selected Latin American countries: evolution, 
recent situation and challenges 
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