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Name of the course: Introduction to Reading and Writing on Contemporary Policy Challenges I 

 

Teacher: Viviana Asara, Katarzyna Gruszka, Judith Kohlenberger, Hendrik Theine 

University / 

organisation: 

Vienna University of Economics and Business 

Language of teaching: English 

ECTS: 4 

Semester 

(S1, S2, S3 or S4): 
x☐1 S1 ☐ S2 ☐ S3 ☐ S4 

Teaching method(s):  X☐ Lecture courses ☐ Flipped classroom 

Other: Seminar discussions, group work, quizzes, readings 

Type(s) of evaluation2: ☐ Sitting exam X Written report 

☐ Oral defence X Group project 

Other / 
comments: 

 

Expected deadline(s) 

for the evaluation(s)3 

End of January 

Expected date of final 

results: 

 

Summary of the 

content4: 

The course introduces key societal challenges and the specific research 
approach to analyse them applied in SEEP. Furthermore, the course offers an 
overview of writing and reading skills along with hands-on practical exercises.  

The first part of the course introduces key debates within contemporary 
economics. In particular, it gives an overview of different perspectives on 
economic relations and processes and discusses their strengths and 
shortcomings. Along with addressing core conceptual issues in defining 
different economic approaches, the following schools of thought will be 
introduced and discussed: (Post-)Keynesian Economics, Marxian Economics, 
Ecological Economics, Feminist Economics, Institutional Economics, 
Neoclassical Economics and Mainstream Economics. Apart from the 
conceptual level, this part will also draw on different methodological 
approaches and tradition to the study of economic relations.  

                                             
1 Delete as appropriate. 
2 If the evaluation of the course includes various assessment methods, tick all the relevant boxes. You can 

add explanations in the “Other/comments” box. 
3 Students need to know approximately when the deadlines for the various steps of the evaluation will be. 

Please provide the relevant details. E.g. if you organise a sitting exam and ask for a report and oral defence, 
identify for all three the expected periods which are concerned. 
4 One or two paragraph(s). 
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Part two will explore how to design a research project, delving more 
particularly on the process of transforming an interest in a topic into a 
research problem, on how to best to formulate appropriate research questions 
with wider significance and how to structure an academic paper. This part will 
also explain how to conduct a prominent part of a research project, the 
literature review, and will impart skills related to reading with a purpose. 
Finally, it will provide some focused knowledge on academic writing. 

The third part of the course will provide theoretical and empirical input on 
recent migration research and migration policy. Students will be introduced 
to the dynamics, trends and forecasts of global migration flows and 
familiarised with the most important statistics and survey data. A particular 
focus will be placed on forced migration: We will explore the developments 
leading to the “great summer of migration” in 2015 and its consequences for 
European host societies in terms of economic integration and social cohesion. 
Contemporary political debates such as one surrounding the EU’s new pact on 
migration and asylum will be addressed in the course where appropriate. 

The course closes with sessions dedicated to the training of writing skills, 
particularly written forms for non-academic audience. These sessions will 
take place in a workshop format, where we will look into two types of texts: 
policy briefs and op-eds. Building mainly on the course content introduced in 
part three & part one, the time in-class will be used for structuring the texts 
and discussing the outlines, followed by individual writing of the two 
assignments outside of the class.   

 

Indicative list of 

lectures5: 

 

Short bibliography: Buber-Ennser, I., Kohlenberger, J., Rengs, B., Alzalak, Z., Goujon, A., Striessnig, 
E., Potančoková, M., Gisser, R., Testa, M.R., and W. Lutz. (2016). Human Capital, 
Values, and Attitudes of Persons Seeking Refuge in Austria in 2015. PLoS ONE 
11 (9), 1-29. 

Marbach, M., Hainmueller, J. and D. Hangartner. (2018) The long-term impact 
of employment bans on the economic integration of refugees. Sci Adv 4 (9), 
eaap9519. 10.1126/sciadv.aap9519 

de Haas, H. (2014) What Drives Human Migration? In: Migration: A COMPAS 
Anthology, edited by B. Anderson and M. Keith, Oxford: COMPAS. 

Booths, W., G. Colomb and J. Williams (2003) The craft of research. Chicago: 
The University of Chicago Press.  

Watts, M. (2001) In Search of the Holy Grail: Projects, Proposals and Research 
Design, But Mostly about Why Writing a Dissertation Proposal is So Difficult. 
Regents of the University of California. 

Yin, R. K. 2009. Case Study Research: Design and Methods. 4th edn. Los Angeles: 
Sage. 

 

                                             
5 Provide, if already possible, an indicative list of topics you will cover in each lecture. 
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