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Name of the course: Introduction to Health Economics 

Teacher: Frikkie Booysen 

University / 

organisation: 

University of the Witwatersrand 

Language of teaching: English 

ECTS: 10 

Semester 

(S1, S2, S3 or S4): 
☐1 S1  S2  S3  S4 

Teaching method(s):  ☐ Lecture courses  Flipped classroom 

Other:  

Type(s) of evaluation2:  Sitting exam  Written report 

 Oral defence  Group project 

Other / 
comments: 

Quizzes [10%] 
Essays [15%] 
Project [15%] 
Online discussion [5%] 
Test [15%] 
Written examination [40%] 

Expected deadline(s) 

for the evaluation(s)3 

Continuous throughout semester 

Expected date of final 

results: 

End of Semester (July) 

Summary of the 

content4: 

The learning outcomes of the course are: to synthesise the theoretical 
and policy dimensions of the health-development nexus; supply 
economic theory to the study of the demand for health and health care; 
apply economic theory to the study of health insurance; assess the 
nature of and policy responses to failures in health care markets; and to 
critically evaluate alternative health care financing systems 

Indicative list of 

lectures5: 

Economic Development and Health 
Health and Economic Growth 

Grossman’s model of the demand for health capital 
Demand for Healthcare 
Grossman’s model of the demand for health capital 

                                             
1 Delete as appropriate. 
2 If the evaluation of the course includes various assessment methods, tick all the relevant boxes. You can 

add explanations in the “Other/comments” box. 
3 Students need to know approximately when the deadlines for the various steps of the evaluation will be. 

Please provide the relevant details. E.g. if you organise a sitting exam and ask for a report and oral 
defence, identify for all three the expected periods which are concerned. 
4 One or two paragraph(s). 
5 Provide, if already possible, an indicative list of topics you will cover in each lecture. 
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Demand for Health Insurance 
Health Insurance and adverse selection 
Health Insurance and Moral Hazard 
Drug Development 
The health and healthcare financing system 

Comparative perspectives on health insurance 
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